tHE DECLINE OP SERFDOM AND "THE BIRTH OF CAPITALISM        H3

poleon continued to make conquests despite stiffening resistance
in Europe. In 1810-he annexed to his empire Holland, .the Hanse
towns a'nd the Duchy of Oldenburg, which was ruled by a relative
of Alexander. The Russian emperor registered a strong protest.
Isfapoleon demonstratively refused to accept the Russian note of
protest,

Russia's internal situation was another factor that caused Alex-
ander to break with Napoleon. The continental blockade threatened
the country with economic ruin. Before he had broken with Napoleon,
Alexander launched what was virtually a tariff war against him by
raising the duties on French goods. British cargoes arrived in Russia
under neutral flags.

Meanwhile the higher nobility had had its way with Speransky3
whom everyone regarded as an advocate of the alliance with Napoleon.
The State Secretary was removed from office, accused of treason and
exiled, first to Nizhni Novgorod and later to Perm.

War with Turkey (1806-1812). Russia's preparations for a war
with France hastened the end of hostilities against Turkey, which
had been in progress since 1806. The Turks tried to take advantage
of the defeats of the Russian army on the battlefields of Europe to
drive the Russian troops out of Western Transcaucasia and re-estab-
lish their domination on the Black Sea. Turkey was supported by
1 France. Russia's efforts to achieve a peaceful settlement failed. Al-
though the main forces of the Russian army were engaged in Europe,
Russian troops in November 1806 invaded the Danube principalities
which were under Turkish rule and soon occupied all of Bessarabia,
Moldavia and Walacliia. Tlieir advance was checked only at the Dan-
ube, where there were strong Turkish fortresses.

The Russian command decided to launch an offensive against
tne Turks from Transcaucasia. While both sides were preparing for
large-scale offensive operations the news of the signing of the Treaty
of Tilsit arrived. Napoleon acted as mediator between Russia and
Turkey to put an end to hostilities. During the Erfurt meeting Alex-
ander had secured Napoleon's consent to the annexation of the Danube
principalities by Russia, to the proclamation of Serbian independence
and the recognition of a Russian, protectorate over Georgia. Turkey
refused to negotiate peace under those terms. In March 1809 hostil-
ities between Turkey and Russia were resumed. Russian troops laid
siege to a number of Turkish fortresses, gained a firm hold on the
right bank of the Danube and reached the foothills of the Balkans.
In September 1810 they took Rustchuk, and at the end of 1811 Aklial-
kalaki, a large Turkish fortress in Transcaucasia. These defeats com-
pelled the Turks to enter into negotiations.

By the Treaty of Bucharest, concluded on May 8, 1812, Turkey
ceded to Russia Bessarabia including the fortresses of Ivhotin, Bonder,
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